
 

 

PANEL RESULTS & COMMENTS 

2018 PROJECT SUPPORT II 
 

The Gathering Place 
 
  
Your Project Title: Express Yourself! 

Your Project Summary: During the cancer journey, varied emotions may arise that are difficult to navigate. 

At The Gathering Place, we have found that Expressive Arts programs provide an opportunity to creatively 

build coping skills to manage the emotions that may present themselves. 

Final Score: Yes. Overall, the panel felt that the applicant provided evidence throughout the application that 

the funding criteria were met.   

CAC Grant Amount: $5,000 

 

 

To ensure an impartial and transparent application review process, CAC convened an online panel of arts 

and cultural professionals from outside the region who evaluated and scored eligible applications. 

Panelists scored each application based on the Funding Criteria—Public Benefit, Artistic and Cultural 

Vibrancy and Organizational Capacity—with an emphasis on Public Benefit. For more details regarding the 

panel process and full panelist bios, please review the Panel Guide. 

     
Michelle Currica 

(Philadelphia, PA) 

Ashe Helm-Hernández 

(Atlanta, GA) 

Ashley Hosseini 

(Bloomington, IN) 

Miah Michaelson 

(Indianapolis, IN) 

Francisco Ollervides 

(Caledonia, OH) 

 

On the next page you will find each panelist’s score and comment on your application in response to the 

question: With an emphasis on public benefit, does the applicant demonstrate evidence that it meets CAC’s 

three funding criteria? 

Note: Panelist scores and comments are presented in no particular order. 

  

http://www.cacgrants.org/assets/ce/Documents/Project%20Support/2018-PS-II-Panel-Guide-for-Web.pdf
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Score: Yes 

Comment: Yes, the applicant meets the funding criteria. The proposal is comprehensive and the budget is 

sufficient. The applicant does show evidence to carry out the project. 

 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: Artistic and Cultural Vibrancy - The application provides strong evidence of artistic and cultural 

vibrancy. A diverse set of activities are provided by professionals in the field. Organizational Capacity - The 

application provides strong evidence of organizational capacity. This applicant is a mature organization that 

has been doing this work successfully for some time. Public Benefit - The application provides evidence of 

public benefit. Clearly, they have considerable experience with the community they are serving; however, I 

would have liked to have seen evidence that the applicant works directly with the community in the design 

and execution of project activities. 

 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: Wow. This project amazes me on so many levels. Public benefit is clearly demonstrated by the 

organization’s knowledge of and engagement with their community served. Their work centers on this 

community (cancer patients and their loved ones) and everything about this project shows me this, from 

the fact that they have assessed their community’s needs and have developed this program in response to 

the fact that they offer this programming for free AND offer free rides to anyone who wants to attend. 

Amazing. Organization has clear capacity to plan and execute project – clear plan, many engaged staff and 

cohort of volunteers and interns who are qualified to facilitate, assessment measures that make sense, and 

more. Arts and cultural vibrancy also demonstrated by the fact that qualified arts/cultural practitioners will 

help develop and facilitate programs. Attendees will find inspiration in the different programming by being 

exposed to new/different concepts. On another level, they will find a way to process the pain associated 

with being diagnosed (or having a loved one who has been diagnosed) with cancer. This invaluable 

outcome is a major demonstration of cultural vibrancy and public benefit of this project. 

 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: It is the opinion of this reviewer that The Gathering place meets the funding criteria through their 

proposal Express Yourself. They especially show the public benefit of this project as it meaningfully 

engages families and patients of cancer stricken individuals in the community. They demonstrate that they 

works with support groups, nutrition, exercises, horticulture therapy and expressive arts to responds to this 

Panelist 1 

Panelist 3 

Panelist 2 

Panelist 4 
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community's needs. They have meaningful relationships with residents and fourteen Community 

Collaboratives. They are accessible (offering free transportation) and inviting to their community as all their 

programs are free and open to the public. They have organizational capacity to plan and successfully 

manage this project. They seem to have an engaged board, highly qualified staff, and core group of 

volunteers. To accomplish their definite set of project goals. Pre- and post-stress measurements, participant 

satisfaction and feedback will measure progress. Their budget is realistic and appropriate for the project; 

The match requirement is clearly demonstrated by volunteer hours and a very large annual fund campaign. 

 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: Yes, this proposal meets the funding criteria. Public Benefit: While I didn't initially understand 

understand the use of "underserved", providing transportation for community members further expands the 

organization's impressive network and its commitment to Cuyahoga County residents affected by the 

diagnosis of cancer. Artistic & Cultural Vibrancy: The applicant successfully demonstrated the ability to 

create a quality program that inspires its community. Artistic staff is highly qualified. Does the organization 

track the usage of developed artistic expression outside of the sessions? Organizational Capacity: Through 

a detailed narrative the applicant articulated its ability to successfully plan for and manage this program. 

 

 

Questions? Cuyahoga Arts & Culture is here to assist. Please contact: 
 

Dan McLaughlin  India Pierre-Ingram 
manager – project support associate – communications & grant programs 
dmclaughlin@cacgrants.org     ipierreingram@cacgrants.org 

 216.515.8303 x101  216.515.8303 x107

Panelist 5 
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